2010 Global Curator Exchange Program
INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS

Deadline for Australian applicants: 28 March 2011
Deadline for US applicants: 8 July 2011
The Curators’ Committee (CurCom) of the American Association of Museums and the Museum Historians’ National Network (NN) of Museums Australia are pleased to announce further details of the 2011 Global Curator Exchange Fellowship Program. 

The Global Curator Exchange Fellowship Program aims to foster professional links between the United States and Australia, strengthening ties between individual curators as well as professional organizations. 

The program is open to:

1. Australian curators who wish to attend the American Association of Museums’ Annual Meeting, to be held in Houston, Texas, 22-25 May 2011.  
2. United States curators who wish to attend the Museums Australia National Conference, to be held in Melbourne, Australia, Perth, Western Australia, 14-18 November 2011.
These annual conferences are the largest gatherings of museum professionals in their respective countries, and host an array of professional workshops, sessions and activities.

The successful applicants will each receive approximately US or AUD $2700 fellowship to help defray the cost of attending the conference in the other country. 
Application Eligibility: 
These fellowships are available to museum curators or independent museum professionals who reside in the United States or Australia and whose major job responsibilities are the care and interpretation of museum collections.  Collections may be of any genre.
Applicants must be currently employed by a museum or have been an independent museum professional for the past two years with offices in Australia or the United States.

Applicants must be a member in good standing of either the Museum Historians’ National Network of Museums Australia or the Curators’ Committee of the American Association of Museums. Membership of ICOM is encouraged but is not essential. 
Requirements of the Fellowship: 

Applicants must be eligible for and willing to undertake travel to the respective countries. All arrangements for international travel, including passports, visas, and other documents are the sole responsibility of the applicants. No obligations rest on either association if the applicant is unable to obtain travel documents.

Applicants are encouraged to attend the annual conference in 2011 in their own countries, although this is not mandatory.

The successful applicant will be guest speaker at the Curators’ Committee lunch during the American Association of Museums Annual Meeting or present a paper at the Museums Australia National Conference. A 20-minute presentation on some aspect of the applicant’s work will be anticipated.
On their return home the successful applicants will be expected to write a 500-1000 word article on their experience for publication in the respective newsletters of the associations. 

To Apply Please Send:

a) A one-page statement in answer to the following: How will participation in the AAM Annual Meeting or MA National Conference (as applicable) benefit you in you and your work in the field? How will this professional development opportunity enhance your career?  How will you use this experience to benefit the field?  If you have an institutional affiliation, please include a brief description of the institution’s collections and the how these collections are significant to their museum.
b) A letter of recommendation indicating institutional support from your immediate supervisor.  This letter should emphasize your contribution to the profession.  In the case of independent museum professionals applying, please include a letter from a senior museum colleague who is familiar with your work in some capacity.  Please be sure this person includes their email address in the letter.
c) A résumé.
d) The outline for a 20-minute presentation to be given by the fellowship recipient at either the Curators’ Committee lunch or a session at the Museums Australia Conference (approx. 500 words). 
Due Date:

All applications must be received electronically by midnight EST on 

28 March 2011 - Australian applicants

8 July 2011 - US applicants 
Submission:

Applications must be submitted electronically to Valarie J. Kinkade, Global Curator Exchange Committee, at kinval@aol.com.  Please put the word “Fellowship” in the subject line.  Applicants will receive a reply acknowleding recipt of the application.
Questions:

For further information about this exchange program, please contact Valarie J. Kinkade in the United States at kinval@aol.com or Deborah Tout-Smith in Australia on dtoutsm@museum.vic.gov.au. 
Results for Australian applicants will be announced no later than 8 April 2011. Results for US applicants will be announced 30 July 2011. 
